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Globalization lets countries move closer to each other. People, companies and organizations in different 

countries can live and work together. We can exchange goods, money and ideas faster and cheaper than ever 

before. Modern communication and technology, like the Internet, cell phones or satellite TV help us in our 

daily lives. Globalization is not new. For thousands of years people have been trading goods and travelling 

across great distances. During the middle Ages, merchants travelled along the Silk Road, which connected 

Europe and China. 

The modern age of globalization started with the Industrial Revolution at the end of the 18th century. New 

machines were able to produce cheaper goods. Trains and steam-powered boats transported products farther 

and faster. Since 1980, globalization has been moving at a faster pace. Today it is easier for companies to work 

in other countries. The Internet gives them the chance of reaching more customers around the world. 

Teleworkers work for firms that may be far away. 

However, there is a growing debate over globalization. Governments are in favour of globalization because the 

economy can grow. Other people are not so sure that there are only advantages. Here are some arguments 

from both sides: 

Globalization lets countries do what they can do best. If, for example, you buy cheap steel from another 

country you don’t have to make your own steel. You can focus on computers or other things. 

Globalization gives you a larger market. You can sell more goods and make more money. You can create more 

jobs. 

Consumers also profit from globalization. Products become cheaper and you can get new goods more quickly. 

Globalization causes unemployment in industrialized countries because firms move their factories to places 

where they can get cheaper workers. 

Globalization may lead to more environmental problems. A company may want to build factories in other 

countries because environmental laws are not as strict as they are at home. Poor countries in the Third World 

may have to cut down more trees so that they can sell wood to richer countries. 

Globalization can lead to financial problems. In the 1970s and 80s countries like Mexico, Thailand, Indonesia or 

Brazil got a lot of money from investors who hoped they could build up new businesses there. These new 

companies often didn’t work, so they had to close down and investors pulled out their money. 

Some of the poorest countries in the world, especially in Africa, may get even poorer. Their population is not 

as educated as in developed countries and they don’t have the new technology that we do. 

Human, animal and plant diseases can spread more quickly through globalization. 

Many experts say that we need a different kind of globalization in our world today. There must be ways to 

make sure that all countries profit from the good sides of globalization. We should help poorer countries by 

giving them better education and showing them how new technology works. 

Every year, leaders of the world’s biggest industrial countries get together to discuss economic problems. This 

meeting is called the G8 summit. In the last few years groups against globalization have organized protest 

marches and demonstrations to point out that not everyone is happy with how the world’s economy is 

developing.  

 

 

 



I-Reading comprehension questions: (10p) 

               1) Define the globalization. 

Globalisation is a global phenomenon that seeks to promote integration between a group of financial, commercial, 

economic and other fields.                                                                                                                                                                                  

2) Identify three disadvantages of globalization. 

- Causes Unemployment in industrialized countries. 

-May lead to more environmental problems. 

-Can lead to financial problems. 

                  3) Identify three advantages of globalization. 

-Lets countries do things better. 

-Gives people a large market. 

-Products become cheaper and faster. 

 4) Extract from the text words that have the same meaning as the following words. 

Discussion= debate Illness= disease But= however 

Speed= pace Take out= pull out To show= point out 

 

II-Choose the appropriate concept for each definition: (3p) 

Definition Concept 

The system of producing goods and products in a country and selling them. Economy 

Everything that is about the air, water or land around us. Environment 

To give someone something and get something else in return. Exchange/Trade 

The most important industrialized countries in the world. G8 

A person who gives money to a company and expects to get more money in return. Investor 

Someone who works from home and uses a computer, telephone etc… Teleworker 

 

 III-Indicate if each of the following is true or false: (3p) 

-Researcher is a person who does work on a subject and tries to earn something about it. ( T  ) 

-Men are more likely to be expected to toxins from the use of plastic, which is predominant in domestic products. (  F   ) 

-The impact of plastic on vulnerable populations goes well beyond inefficient and sometimes non-existing waste 

management systems. (  T   ) 

VI-Are you for or against globalisation, Why?  (In five lines)  (4p)  

Globalization can be healthy phenomenon, if it seeks to enhance integration between the economic, trade and financial 

fields of the countries of the world, without causing negative effects on the cultural and social heritage that must remain 

different and diverse. But if it seeks to strengthen the linking of the economies of weak countries with strong countries and 

increase their dependence on them, then no. 

 


